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Seminar in English Studies: Practices of Reading | Practices of 
Writing 
Fall 2015  |   (3 credits) 
 
Course Description 
In this course, we will explore questions about how people produce and consume texts across 
different time periods, genres, and media. Rather than centering our class around others' research on 
this topic, however, we will focus on your research. During the first part of the class, we will survey 
the range of primary research (including primary source databases, textual analysis, interviews, 
observation, and surveys) conducted in English Studies. You will then develop your own research 
questions, along with plans for answering those questions through primary research. Based on 
your research, you will develop both a seminar-length paper and a presentation or poster suitable 
for presentation at an undergraduate conference. 
Themes: The English Department has recently identified a set of themes that students may choose 
to explore across multiple courses with the same theme. In each course, the theme may be explored 
differently. In this course, you may choose to design a research project that engages one of the 
following three themes: (1) Genre, Form & Poetics; (2) Education & Society; (3) Media, Technology & 
Popular Culture 
 
Required Course Materials 
• Wardle and Downs, Writing about Writing, 2nd edition (available from TRS) 
• Lanham, The Longman Guide to Revising Prose (available from TRS) 
• Individual articles as assigned (available as PDFs on D2L) 
• Headphones 
 
Course Requirements 
Audio literacy narrative: We will begin the course by looking at individual reading and composing 
histories. You will craft a literacy narrative, which you will then audio record and edit using Audacity. 
Database research project. You will explore an assigned primary source database for historical 
information related to a particular topic. You will then create a digital presentation that incorporates 
text, image, and sound. 
Text analysis. You will analyze a body of written text (within one document or across several) to 
determine its textual features. 
Research project plan / execution. You will design and carry out a research project in the English 
Studies area of your choice. Several small assignments will allow you to document your research 
planning and process. 
Research paper. You will write and thoroughly revise a formal research paper presenting your 
findings from the research project. 
Presentation or poster presentation. You will create a presentation from your research paper. You 
will have the option to create one of the following: (1) a 10–15-minute presentation, (2) a 
professional print poster, or (3) a 2–5-minute digital poster. 
 
Assessment 
Assignments will be graded holistically in areas such as content, organization, expression/delivery, 
correctness, and layout/visual impact as adapted to the audience, purpose, and context for which 
you are communicating. Each assignment will include specific assessment criteria. 
Students have the option to request evaluative feedback (but not a grade) on a draft of the 
assignment prior to the submission deadline. To do so, students should schedule an appointment 
during office hours and email a copy of the draft prior to the meeting, so I will have time to review it 
prior to our meeting. I recommend that you choose an appointment time that is at least 24 hours 
before the assignment deadline, so you will have time to make substantive revisions based on my 
feedback. 
The grade breakdown for assignments is below. Note: I reserve the right to make additions and 
alterations to this assessment breakdown should the need arise. Students will be informed in class 
and in writing prior to any changes being made. 
Assignment % grade (points) 
Literacy narrative 10 
Database research 10 
Text/corpus analysis 10 
Research project plan / execution 15 
Research paper 25 
Research presentation / poster           15 
Homework / participation 15 
  
The grading scale for this course is as follows: 
90–100 A 
80–89.9 B 
70–79.9 C 
60–69.9 D 
59.9 and below  F 
In some cases, a student may receive a "redo" on an individual assignment if that assignment does 
not meet the minimum requirements for that assignment. The student must then complete the 
assignment by the assigned deadline to receive a number grade on the assignment. 
At the end of the semester, if a student's grade is within 0.9% of the next highest letter grade, I will 
use the following to determine whether the grade will be rounded up:  
• Student missed no more than three class periods. Student had no more than one instance of 
significant tardiness or early departure. 
• Student met all homework and assignment deadlines. All assignments were complete at the 
time of submission. 
• Student earned a 90% or better for participation. 
• Student took advantage of optional opportunities to revise or submit drafts for feedback. 
 
 
Attendance 
In this course, we will be creating a discourse community of research scholars. Through your active 
participation in the class, you are an invaluable part of our community. Please plan to attend class 
regularly.  
• You may use up to four days of vacation and sick time as needed. Each additional absence 
will reduce your semester grade by 2%. 
• If you must miss a class, you are still responsible for completing homework activities, 
meeting assignment deadlines, and completing in-class writing assignments. Submit 
assignments via D2L email or dropbox, as appropriate. 
• Some activities will impact your grade for the research plan and execution. Submitting 
drafts and peer reviewing others' work will form part of your participation grade. You should 
arrange alternate methods for completing/submitting such work when you must be absent. 
• Assignment sheets and most handouts will be available on D2L. Consult with a classmate 
for notes you may have missed. If there is material from the handouts or notes that you do 
not understand, please come to my office hours to ask questions. (Pro-tip: "Can you tell me 
what I missed in class?" is not a good question.) 
 
 
Deadlines 
Due dates for homework and assignments are available in the course modules on D2L.  
• Unless otherwise indicated, homework assignments must be completed prior to the start of 
class. In some cases, D2L-based homework questions may be set to deactivate at 12:30 pm 
on class days. 
• Drafts must be submitted by the beginning of class time on the date listed. Late drafts will 
not be accepted for credit. Alternate submission methods are possible in the event you must 
miss class on the day a draft is due. 
• Unless otherwise noted, the major assignments in the table above must be submitted by 
11:59 pm on the date listed. Late projects will be docked 5% or 2 points (whichever is 
greater) each day until they are turned in. 
 
Expected Conduct 
We will engage in this class as emerging English Studies scholars and professionals. As with all 
professional settings, we have a code of conduct in addition to the policies related to attendance 
and deadlines: 
• Class correspondence (e.g., emails, discussion posts, text messages) should be written 
professionally and clearly. You may receive feedback from me on the style, content, and 
organization of your emails, texts, etc. 
• You are expected to convert your documents as necessary to be able to work on them in 
class. I will give you advice and out-of-class assistance at your request, but I expect you to 
have a basic understanding of word processing features and/or the willingness to spend 
time out of class learning features of software programs that improve the navigability and 
performance of your documents. 
• Keep copies of all work you produce for this class. Do not store assignments only on a single 
flash drive. If I have given you a hand-written evaluation on an assignment or activity, save 
that evaluation until you have received your final grade in the course. 
• Class time is for doing work related to the course. Limit your use of email, the internet, cell 
phones, etc. to course-related work during class time. 
• All major assignments listed on this course policy sheet must be completed in order to pass 
the course. 
• Scholarly integrity and ethics--students are expected to maintain principles of academic 
integrity and conduct as defined in EIU's Code of Conduct. Violations will be reported to the 
Office of Student Standards. Primary research can create challenges in terms of identifying 
sources (e.g., need to protect confidentiality, unusual sources for information not covered 
under typical style guides), but scholarly integrity remains important. When you are 
unsure of the appropriate way to identify your source, speak with me prior to the 
assignment deadline so  we can determine your most ethical course of action. 
 
 
 
Contact Information 
You my reach me in one of the following ways: 
1. Come to my office hours in Coleman 3070: Tuesdays 11–12 and 3:15–4; Wednesdays 10–
12 and 1–2; Thursdays 11–12 and 3:15–4. A face-to-face meeting is best for addressing 
complex questions or concerns; you should also schedule a face-to-face meeting if you 
would like me to review a draft before submission.  
2. Email me through D2L at tafredrick. If you need to send me a large attachment or a link in 
Google Drive, send it to tfredrickwork@gmail.com. I try to respond to emails within 24 
hours Mondays through Fridays. If it has been more than 24 weekday hours since you 
emailed me, feel free to contact me again. 
3. If you have a question or concern that is time sensitive, you may call or text me at (217) 
714–6028 during the following times: Monday–Thursday 8:45 am–9 pm; Friday 8:45 am–3 
pm; Sunday 5 pm–9 pm. If you text me, please identify yourself by name and course. (The 
course is especially important for those of you who have multiple courses with me this 
semester.) 
 
Writing Intensive Course 
Any individual written text-based assignment of 750 words or more may be submitted from this 
class to the Electronic Writing Portfolio (EWP). If you choose to submit an assignment from this class 
to the EWP, you must do so by Thursday, December 10. 
 
Information for Students with Disabilities 
Most accommodations may be easily met in this class. If you are a student with a documented 
disability in need of accommodations to fully participate in this class, please contact the Office of 
Student Disability Services (OSDS). All accommodations must be approved through OSDS. Please 
stop by Ninth Street Hall, Room 206, or call (217) 581–6583 to make an appointment. 
 
The Student Success Center / Writing Center 
Students who are having difficulty achieving their academic goals are encouraged to contact the 
Student Success Center for assistance with time management, test taking, note taking, avoiding 
procrastination, setting goals, and other skills to support academic achievement. The Student 
Success Center provides individualized consultations. To make an appointment, call (217) 581–6696, 
or go to Ninth Street Hall, Room 1302.  
Students who would like assistance with writing assignments from this or any other course may go 
to the Writing Center. The Writing Center works with students from all disciplines, majors, and 
academic backgrounds at any stage of the writing process. To make an appointment, call (217) 581–
5929, or go to Coleman Hall, Room 3110. 	  
ENG	  3300—Daily	  Homework	  	  WaW	  =	  Writing	  about	  Writing	  CoR	  =	  Craft	  of	  Revision	  	  **NOTE:	  This	  schedule	  will	  be	  updated	  frequently	  and	  is	  intended	  only	  to	  give	  you	  an	  at-­‐a-­‐glance	  view	  of	  upcoming	  deadlines.	  Complete	  homework	  requirements	  and	  resources	  can	  be	  found	  in	  the	  weekly	  modules**	  	  Aug	  25	   Read	  “Making	  Sense	  of	  the	  Readings”	  (pp	  10–11)	  in	  WaW	  Read	  “’Create	  a	  Research	  Space’	  (CARS)	  Model	  of	  Research	  Introductions”;	  (pp	  12–14)	  in	  WaW	  Read	  “Sponsors	  of	  Literacy”	  (40–61)	  in	  WaW	  	  Read	  course	  syllabus	  and	  send	  questions	  about	  course	  Aug	  27	   Read	  “Learning	  to	  Read”	  (pp	  119–127)	  in	  WaW	  Read	  “The	  Joy	  of	  Reading	  and	  Writing:	  Superman	  and	  Me”	  (pp	  128–131)	  in	  WaW	  Respond	  in	  writing	  to	  question	  #1	  on	  page	  132	  of	  WaW	  Sep	  01	   Read	  “Draw	  Me	  a	  Word,	  Write	  Me	  a	  Picture”	  (pp	  76–106)	  in	  WaW	  pp	  133–156,	  “Writing	  for	  Their	  Lives:	  The	  Non-­‐School	  Literacy	  of	  California’s	  Urban,	  African	  American	  Youth”	  in	  WaW	  Sep	  03	   Read	  “Responding—Really	  Responding—to	  Other	  Students’	  Writing”	  (pp	  16–26)	  in	  WaW	  Bring	  draft	  of	  literacy	  narrative	  Sep	  08	   Bring	  audio	  recording	  of	  literacy	  narrative	  (class	  time)	  Submit	  literacy	  narrative	  (11:59	  pm)	  Sep	  10	   Read	  Parkes,	  “Ordinatio	  and	  Compilatio”	  (PDF) Sep	  15	   Read	  Bredesen,	  “On	  the	  Trail	  of	  the	  First	  Professional	  Female	  Detectives	  in	  British	  Fiction”	  (PDF)	  Sep	  17	   	  Sep	  22	   Read	  “Individual	  in	  Community:	  How	  Do	  Texts	  Mediate	  Activities?”	  (pp	  212–214)	  in	  WaW	  	  Read	  Swales,	  “The	  Concept	  of	  Discourse	  Community”	  (pp	  215–229)	  in	  
WaW	  	  Read	  Connors	  and	  Lunsford,	  “Teachers	  Rhetorical	  Comments	  on	  Students’	  Texts”	  (PDF)	  Sep	  24	   Database	  research	  assignment	  due	  Read	  Kain	  and	  Wardle,	  “Activity	  Theory:	  An	  Introduction	  for	  the	  Writing	  Classroom”	  (pp	  273–283)	  in	  WaW	  	  Sep	  29	   Complete	  internet	  comment	  analysis	  Read:	  TBA	  Oct	  01	   Bring	  topic	  and	  research	  question	  ideas	  Complete	  CITI	  training	  
Oct	  06	   Bring	  draft	  of	  research	  plan	  Meet	  one-­‐on-­‐one	  with	  Dr	  F	  Oct	  08	   Submit	  research	  plan,	  timeline,	  and	  IRB	  application	  (Thursday	  night/Friday	  morning	  –	  irb	  paperwork)	  Oct	  13	   Read	  literature	  review	  article	  Read	  “Chapter	  2:	  How	  to	  Get	  the	  Writing	  Done:	  Tricks	  of	  the	  Writer’s	  Trade”	  (pp	  24–31)	  in	  CoR	  Oct	  15	   NO	  CLASS—WORK	  ON	  LITERATURE	  REVIEW	  Oct	  20	   Bring	  draft	  of	  literature	  review	  Review	  Straub	  from	  Week	  2	  module	  Bring	  Craft	  of	  Revision	  Oct	  22	   Submit	  progress	  report	  for	  research	  process	  Oct	  27	   	  Oct	  29	   	  Nov	  03	   	  Nov	  05	   	  Nov	  10	   	  Nov	  12	   	  Nov	  17	   Research	  paper	  due	  Nov	  19	   	  Dec	  01	   	  Dec	  03	   	  Dec	  08	   	  Dec	  10	   Presentations	  /	  posters	  FINAL	   Presentations	  /	  posters	  	  	  
